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Abstract

The purposes of this research were (1) to investigate characteristics of research studies
conducted by staff members of the School of Educational Studies who received research fund via the
Institute for Research and Development, SukhothaiThammathirat Open University (STOU); (2) to
synthesize the research studies conducted by staff members of the School of Educational Studies; and
(3) to study guidelines for further development of research studies conducted by staff members of the
School of Educational Studies. The data sources of this study comprised (1) documentary source
consisting of the total number of 86 research studies conducted by staff members of the School of
Educational Studies who received research fund via the Institute for Research and Development,
STOU, disseminated during the 2007 — 2013 years; and (2) the persons as data source consisting of two
groups of respondents, namely, the group of 28 staff members of the School of Educational Studies
who received research fund via the Institute for Research and Development, and the group of three
experts participating in a focus group discussion. The employed research instruments comprised (1) a
research quality assessment form, (2) a research characteristics conclusion form, (3) a questionnaire for
staff members who conducted research studies, and (4) a focus group discussion form for experts. Data
were analyzed using the frequency, percentage, and content analysis. Research findings were as
follows: (1) regarding characteristics of research studies conducted by staff members of the School of
Educational Studies who received research fund via the Institute for Research and Development, it was
found that the largest number of research studies was completed and disseminated in the year 2011; the
majority of them received research fund from the Academic Service to Society Project; the largest
number of research studies was conducted by a team consisting of 2 — 3 researchers; the largest number
of research studies was conducted in the Central Region; the predominant type of studies was that of
research and development; the predominant research objective was to study with teachers as the
research subject; the majority of employed sampling method was that of purposive sampling; the most
employed treatment instrument was the distance training package, while the questionnaire was the most
often used data collecting instrument; and the statistics most often employed for data analysis were the
mean and standard deviation; (2) regarding synthesis results of research studies conducted by staff
members of the School of Educational Studies, the results were presented in three parts: (2.1) on the
contents of research studies conducted by staff members in each program/major, it was found that the
contents were different depending on the content of each particular program/major; (2.2) on the
acquired body of knowledge, it was found that the acquired body of knowledge was that concerning the
development of distance training packages comprising the design of distance training packages,
components of the distance training package, the development process of distance training package, the
utilization process of distance training package, and results of training package utilization; and (2.3) on
application of the knowledge obtained from the studies, it was found that staff members of the School
of Educational Studies applied the obtained knowledge mostly in provision of their instruction; and (3)
regarding guidelines for further development of research studies conducted by staff members of the
School of Educational Studies, the experts gave their opinions and guidelines for further development
of the research studies that could be summed up in three main issues: (3.1) on comments of the experts
concerning characteristics of research studies conducted by staff members of the School of Educational
Studies; (3.2) on guidelines or directions for conducting future research studies by staff members of the
School of Educational Studies; and (3.3) on guidelines for further development and provision of
promotion and supports for staff members of the School of Educational Studies to conduct their future
research.

Keywords: Research synthesis, School of Educational Studies
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